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Area ranks 8th nationwide in time
drivers lose because of congestion

METRO DETROIT

By MATT HELMS
FREE PRESS STAFF WRITER

Metro Detroit remains

. among the 10 most congest-
. ed places for spending time
. stuck in traffic, with drivers
" losing an average of 54 hours

a year, up three hours from
about a decade ago, a new
study found.

Nationwide, drivers loze

. anaverage of 38 hours a year
* — about 4.2 billion hours to-

tal — inching along clogged
roads and freeways, accord-
ing to the Urban Mobility
Report released Tuesday by
the Texas Transportation
Institute at Texas A&M Uni-
versity. The report is based
on data from 2005,

The Detroit area ranked
eighth nationwide. But the
long-term trend is clear: De-
troit-area drivers spend
more than twice as many
hours stuck in backups and
congestion than they did in
1982, when the average was

Just one littfe thing ~ effen if it's o the other side of the road - can add 20 minutes or more to  commute,
~ new study reports that in 2005, area drivers spent about 54 hours stuck in backups and heavy traffic like this

. At freep.com: Read more
- and share your thoughts at
Matt Helms’ blog.

25 hours.

Steve Crandall of Livonia
quickly computed that de-
lays add an hour a week for
him and other area commut-
ers.

“My normal commute
time is 20 minutes, and when
I get into a traffic jam or a
construction zone, that com-
mute can go anywhere from
an extra five minutes to an
extra 20 minutes,” said
Crandall, 50, who works for

_ See TRAFFIC, 5B

Source: Associated Press

- TRICIA BECK/Detroit F;eg:Press
drivers in metro Detroit say. A
on |-696 on Tuesday,

Lost time

Here are the 10 most congested
U.S. metro areas, according to the
Texas Transportation nstitute,
Listed are the average number of
hours drivers waste in traffic

delays per year. N
Met 1200511995
14 T 72..1:“.71 .
Mlnta L6017
3, San Franciseg-Oakland 16056
4, Washington, D.C. i 53
-5, Dalias-Fi; Worth ! 34
6. San Diego i 35
7. Hotston: i 32
8. Detroit o A
9. Orfardos: Lo 1 24
10. San Jose, Calif. ‘ 51
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fan advertising agency in Far-

mington Hills and drives
about 18 miles to Work and

Juhe Ponvell 35 of Harper‘
Woods said she leaves for

[ work’ most day no later than

minutes to get to downtown
Detrmt Where she sa Wayne

Congestions 1mpact is

| miore than frayed nerves. The _
| report estimates the lost time .
creates a $78-billion annual
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drain on the U. e"c'onomj}ﬂand
wastes 2.9 hillion gallons of
fiiel. The report said solutions

s, melude addlng capacd;y to
1 Tes, where dr1vers averaged 72
hours a year going rowhere
fast.

roadways, _1mprov1ng publie -
.tran51t encouraging more
‘ arpoohng and wider use of
computerized s 1ntelllgent—
transportatlon systernss -
. “People are spendlng Taore

money and more time away
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from thmgs far more impor-
tant than merely driving back
and forth to work,” said Jef-
frey Solsby, spokesman for
the trade group American
Road and Transportatlon
Builders Assoc1at10n, one of
the report’s sponsors.-

" Carmine Palombo, director
of tranisportation plannmg for
the Southeast Michigan Coun-
cil of Governments, said the
region’s road needs far out-
pace its resources, to the tune
of an estimated $30-billion
shortfall through 2030,
“We don't have a loi;

.tlons here for people co:n-
. pared to other cities, in ferms

of getting“around w1thout 'a
alombo,sald “We need

:to provide people i this Té-

gion with more options:? 7>

Palombo said feder fund-
itig for road improvements na-
tionwide is expected to drop
prempltously in 2009  without
a maJor change in pohcy

- Contact MATT HELMS at

dnvmg@freepress oM or 318- 222- '
1450
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